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Answer  of  the  Ulnister  of  State. 

'  Uinieter  of  State  Hlrota. 

• 

I  believe  there  le  not  much  disagreement  in  this  fundamental  Idea^ 
not  onlj  among  the  Japanese  people  but  also  among  the  Chinese  people*  that* 

In  view  of  the  position  of  Japan  and  China  in  the  Far  East*  ,the  best  polled' 
for  the  two  countries  would  be  to  cooperate  to  the  mutual  benefit*  In  epitf 
of  this*  because  of  the  proximity  of  the  two  countries  various  problems  have 
arisen  and  for  that  reason  the  real  mutual  feelings  have  not  come  to  the 
forefront;  rather*  the  situation  has  progressed  in  the  opposite  direction* 

In  order  to  improve  Sino- Japanese  relations  I  have  presented  to 
China  three-item  principles  and  China  has  come  to  understand  the  purport  of 
the  principles*  but  in  the  meantime  many  problems  came  up  and  the  Conference 
was  unavoidably  closed  without  reaching  a  complete  understanding* 

* 

Again*  surveying  the  Internal  situation  of  China*  1  find  that  be¬ 
tides  general  anti-Japanese  opinion*  there  is  another  grave  influence  worldnf 
in  China;  that  is*  the  Communist  movement*  which  has  infiltrated  into  China 
and  has  bpen  working  in  many  ways.  It  had  some  connection  with  the  Uanohurltp 
Incident  and  is  connected  with  other  questions.  I  think  it  is  also  getting 
more  influential. 


Within  China  there  is  a  desire  to  come  to  a  proper  understanding 
with  Japan.  I  think  the  fact  that  Chiang  Kal  Shek*  central  figure  among  th. 
leaders  in  Nanking*  should  be  held  captive  at  Sian  is  a  plain  indication  of 
the  Chinese  Internal  situation.  At  that  time  Chiang  sent  an  emissary  to  me 
to  explain  his  standpoint  and  that  strongly  anti-Japanese  Communist  members 
or  former  Northeastern  Army  members  had  placed  him  in  that  awkward  position; 
that  to  bring  about  a  settler.eiit  is  requiring  great  effort  on  Chiang* s  part 
and*  therefore*  it  was  requested  that  Japan  should  take  a  sympathetic  attitude 
tow^s  his  position.  To  this  I  replied  that  if  Chiang  is  in  such  a  position 
Japan  would*  of  course*  sympathize  with  him;  that  although  there  seems  to 
have,  been  some  Chinese  who  suspect  that  Japan  will  take  advantage  of  this  slV 
ation  by  taking  action  against  China*  I  told  him  that  Japan  would  never  do 
such  a  thing  and*  above  all*  wanted  to  take  such  a  course  as  would  enable  ' 
Chiang  to  carry  out  the  policy  of  cooperation  with  Japan  according  to  his  ow 
Judgment.  Further*  I  expressed  my  wish  that  should  Chiang  find  himself  irnai 
emergency*  he  should  convey  fully  his  real  intention  to  me* 

I  do  not  think  that  the  whole  of  China  would  persist  in  an  anti- 
Japanese  and  resiat- Japan  policy.  I  believe  that  If  there  is  a  way  to 
avqppress  the  rabid  anti-Jepanese  masses*  an  understanding  between  Japan  and 
China  can  be  realized.  Indeed*  tvn  or  three  leaders  out  of  many  intellig^t 
Chinese  who  recognized  the  real  motives  of  Japan  and  were  engaging  in  neg^ia 
tlons  for  the  promotion  of  friendly  relations  between  the  two  countries*  mre 
unfortunately  assassinated  and  such  a  man  as  Wang  Ching  Wei  narrowly  escapee^ 
assassination. 

I  still  believe  that  an  understanding  with  those  enlightened  f#o<-  .a 
osn  be  accomplished  to  a  great  extent  if  it  is  done  in  the  right  way*  I 
think*  in  order  to  achieve  a  basic  understanding*  the  Chinese  will  nature 
denutfub  to  make.  We  will  be  ready  to  listen  to  them.  On  the  other  hand*  t 
Japan  has  also  manp  demands  to  make  on  this  matter  I  intend  to  cany  on  full 
negotiations* 
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